
Prof. Dr. Heribert Insam is a former Full Professor of 
Microbiology, he was Head of the Institute of Microbiology at 
the University of Innsbruck. Since 30 years, climate-driven 
carbon dynamics in soil continues to be one of his major 
research interests. 
His researches covers a multitude of subject areas in 
environmental microbiology; microbiology of composting 
and anaerobic digestion, soil remediation, biofilm ecology 
and wastewater treatment are only a few to mention.
He is author of more than 200 scientific papers, editor of 
four books and was serving as Editor-in-Chief for Applied Soil 
Ecology. He co-founded the company BioTreaT (Biological 
Treatment Technologies) GmbH, Innsbruck, that addresses 
issues related to biological wastewater and waste 
treatment. He is a very active public science communicator 
(MikroMondo, Sound of Science). 
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